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How Two Siblings Paid for College

a full-time job and financial stability. “As a preschool

teacher in Minneapolis, | was paying off all my bills,
enjoying my rented house and my cat without the pressures of
debt,” she says. “Plus, | loved my job!” But through her daily
devotions, the Lord reminded her that her belongings were
simply on loan from Him. He also began to change her heart’s
desire and direct her to attend Maranatha Baptist Bible
College for nursing.

Befnre Deborah Mather came to Maranatha, she had

| ::.."' “My dad was thrilled to hear

e W the news, but my mom wondered

y 1 why | would want to move five
. ‘\'," S~ hours away,” she says. “l didn't

! have a car, and neither of my

-

parents could help me pay one
penny toward my education.”
Nevertheless, with about three
month’s wages to cover the
down payment, Deborah arrived

e e

rr at Maranatha, not knowing one
H' person or having visited the
; campus.

The first two years were her
toughest financially. Despite her
reluctance to take out loans, she
finally had to borrow about $4,000.
With much prayer, campus jobs, and
—Continued on page 18

of going to college, but he didn't know how to afford it.

All he knew was that he liked to draw superheroes and
wanted to design video games.

Although he didn’t care what the Lord wanted him to do,
when his friend’s dad challenged him to go to a Bible college,
he took the words to heart and saved money all summer
through a maintenance job at McDonald's. “I had no idea how
| would go to college on a summer’s income, but | remember a
faithful saying of my dad’s: ‘Where God guides, He provides!"”
And the Lord provided. By the end of John's first semester,
with a summer’s income, financial aid, and an on-campus
grounds crew job, John had paid for his semester.

That spring, he took out a $2,500 loan but was awarded
the $500 Marilyn Hilsen Weniger Memorial Scholarship for
those who have a physical disability. (John has chronic kidney
failure.) Then the Lord led him to pray that he would not
have to take out another school loan. After another summer
at McDonalds, more financial aid, campus work, and the
scholarship applied to his tuition, his entire sophomore year
was paid. John also began to tithe on his work check, his
tax return, or even a check from his grandma. “I cannot tell
you how many times | wished | could keep the tithe, but this
is where | needed to see the Lord work as | trusted Him,"
he says. “I believe | had no business being at Maranatha if |
couldn’t give to the Lord what was already His.”

In April of 2005, John was awarded another scholarship

—Continued on page 18

Two years after high school, John Mather still had hopes




TRACK YOUR EXPENSES.

AVOID THE CREDIT CARD TRAP

DO SOME TRIMMING

USE ENVELOPES

PRIORITIZE YOUR MONEY

GIVE TO YOUR LOCAL CHURCH

SET GOALS



grant money, however, she has not had to take out any loans for $750 but received less financial aid than in previous
since! She learned to appreciate the work the Lord provided years. This summer, he spent a portion of the time paying
as she cleaned bathroom toilets and scrubbed the carpet on off his spring semester bill instead of saving for his fall

her hands and knees while other students walked by. It was down payment. Plus, he missed work for a week and a half

humbling, but she didn’t mind, knowing she was doing what due to surgery. When he called his sister Deborah, he said,
the Lord wanted her to do. God also acknowledged her steps “Humanly speaking, | don’t see how I'm going to make it back
of faith in coming to Maranatha by allowing her to be the to Maranatha this fall.” But then he confessed that “God is
night monitor for the Student Health Center, a job that took mightier than our circumstances,” and he quoted Luke 1:37:

about $1,000 off her school bill. “For with God nothing shall be impossible.”
When Deborah took another step of faith and joined an John then asked the Lord to provide an additional
area church, she grew consistent in tithing. Since she comes $1,500-$2,000 so he could return to school. God answered

from a lower-middle class family and has had to pay her own that prayer too, without forcing him to take out any additional
way through college, Deborah has gone without a vehicle for loans, which will save him money and not reduce his Pell

four years. Recently, though, she prayed, “Lord, | think it is Grant. He has not had to take out any additional loans. “The
finally becoming a need to have a car. You know all my needs seemingly impossible is now becoming a reality, thanks to
and | trust you will supply in your time.” The next Wednesday, Jesus Christ,” he says.

her mom told her that her aunt wanted to give Deborah a car! Another reality is that John's dreams of designing video

That same week, the Lord also provided a nursing position games have changed. While at Maranatha, he was called into
about a 15-minute drive away. full-time ministry, called to preach, then called to the mission
Deborah’s financial testimony recounts the Lord's field. During his years in college, John has grown closer to the
faithfulness. “He is the God of miracles who can turn our Lord and seen many answers to prayer. “Through it all,” he
pennies into priceless investments,” she says. “If the Lord is says, “the Lord has met my every need and will continue

leading you to Maranatha, take that step of faith and come, to meet my every need in the future—because
trusting Him with your finances. ‘For with God, nothing shall where God guides, He provides!”

be impossible.””
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